
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 5 May 2005] 

 p1420b-1420b 
Mr Trevor Sprigg 

 [1] 

MR BOB UITTENBROCK 
Statement by Member for Murdoch 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [12.52 pm]:  The Legislative Assembly of the thirty-seventh Parliament 
congratulates and pays tribute to Bob Uittenbrock, who recently retired as the general manager of the East 
Fremantle Football Club after 31 years.  During his tenure, Bob developed into a highly respected, hard working 
administrator who always put the Sharks, or Old Easts as they were formerly known, at the forefront. 

From humble beginnings as the secretary of the Gosnells club that participated in the Sunday Football League, 
Bob rose to become one of the best-known football administrators in Australia.  He is renowned for his tough 
negotiating skills when dealing with opposition clubs on clearances, his fairness when negotiating player 
contracts and, above all, his principles, especially in relation to club sponsors and members.   

Bob has a gift of inspiring volunteers to work for the good of the club and many of these people are still helping 
the club today.  Indeed, since his retirement Bob has taken on the job of running a major raffle to assist the 
struggling Western Australian Football League clubs.  Should members come across Bob they should make sure 
they have $5 on hand to buy a raffle ticket.  It has been widely acknowledged that Bob can sell ice to Eskimos 
and sand to Arabs.  

In 1996, I with other life members of the East Fremantle Football Club, had great pleasure in voting Bob into life 
membership because of his devotion to duty above and beyond the call. 

Some 75 players graduated to the Victorian Football League-Australian Football League ranks during Bob’s 
tenure.  The EFFC has won 29 premierships in its 107-year history, six of which have been in Bob’s time.  He is 
certainly an outstanding administrator.  May he enjoy many happy years of fruitful retirement and continued 
success for his beloved Sharks.  
 


